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VINCI Construction UK is a specialist civil engineering, 
construction and facilities management company. Part of 
the global VINCI Group, they are known for the innovation, 
creativity and technological mastery with which they tackle the 
most complex of projects.

VINCI Construction UK undertake new build and 
refurbishment schemes as well as long-term contracts to 
operate and maintain assets and facilities. Clients include 
national government, local authorities, transport bodies, 
hospitals, universities, housing providers, retailers and 
commercial firms in every sector.

VINCI Construction UK takes a collaborative, partnership 
approach to projects, building professional relationships 
based on mutual respect and trust. They operate a culture 
of teamwork, openness and support, in which everyone 
is encouraged to strive for excellence. Social value and 
sustainability are at the heart of everything they do, and their 
health and safety record is second to none.  They are also 
able to draw on the expertise of other VINCI companies and 
subsidiaries around the world.

VINCI Construction UK are currently working with UCL on 
their extensive building and refurbishment programme - 

Transforming UCL. This is about creating amazing, inspiring, 
sustainable spaces that meet UCL’s world-class aspirations 
and commitment to academic excellence, collaborative 
learning and innovation.

UCL has a history of innovate thinking since it’s foundation in 
1826. Their 2034 strategy sets out their mission to be London’s 
Global University – leading the way in radical thinking; 
influencing and changing the world for the benefit of humanity.

UCL can’t do this without a world-leading campus to support 
their diverse academic community. With students at their 
heart, UCL are creating spaces to push the boundaries of 
aspirations, ideas, research and innovations.  

Their central London estate is unparalleled in the sector in 
its size, scope and architectural heritage. The development 
opportunity at UCL East secures their campus of the future, 
again, unrivalled in its vision for collaborative, multi-platform 
living and learning spaces for the next century and beyond.  

UCL’s new East London campus officially celebrated a topping 
out ceremony in June 2021, marking a significant point of the 
future of cutting-edge education in the East Bank quarter. 
A small delegation of senior figures from UCL including the 
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UCL President and Provost, lead contractors VINCI and Mace, 
and other important stakeholders, ascended to the roof top 
of both Pool Street West and Marshgate, to take in the view 
from the highest points of the new campus during the socially 
distanced ceremony.

Built to be a part of the surrounding Queen Elizabeth II 
Olympic Park and the fledgling East Bank project, the 
campus has been designed to be a location for teaching, 
research, and student living, as well as retail. Encouraging 
engagement between not only UCL students and staff 
but also the general public, both Pool Street West and 
Marshgate have been designed with entrances and open 
approaches on all sides, allowing seamless transitions for all 
visitors to the park from the outside into the building.

Dr Michael Spence, UCL’s President and Provost spoke 
of his vision for the future campus saying, “UCL East will 
be transformative for everyone who lives, learns, teaches 
and innovates here. These stunning structures will be 
home to world-leading research, world-beating student 
experiences, jobs and opportunities. I believe its graduates 
will be the next generation of thinkers, makers and doers 
leading the world.”

Kevin Argent, Executive Director of Estates Development, 
UCL, said “Today marks a key moment for both projects 
across this development, which is part of our pivotal 
Transforming UCL programme. Working together with our 
contracting partners, Mace on Marshgate and Vinci on Pool 
Street West, we have continued to adjust and adapt to 
maintain programme. This is despite the numerous challenges 
we have encountered over the past year. Once completed the 
benefits that this campus will bring to UCL staff, students, and 
the general public, will be seen for many years to come.”

UCL East will be home to interdisciplinary research, with 
faculties from engineering, science, humanities, arts, and 
finance working together. Bringing together a variety of subject 
areas across the campus, students will be better equipped 
to help provide answers to society’s challenges in the era of 
artificial intelligence, climate change and robotics. The layout 
of the buildings have been designed to facilitate these learning 
opportunities and collaborations by providing an open learning 
culture, encouraging and driving creativity to new levels.

Philip Willmott, Regional Director at VINCI Construction 
UK, who are building Pool Street West, said: “Creating 
academic space as well as high-quality sustainable student 
accommodation within the two towers, which will house 
state-of-the-art facilities and form the foundations for the new 
campus, makes us incredibly proud of our achievements in 
reaching this milestone, and we look forward to handing over 
the completed building in Spring 2022.”

Terry Spraggett, Managing Director Public Sector 
Construction at Mace, who are building Marshgate, said 
“Having achieved net zero carbon status as a business 
at the end of 2020, we’re proud to continue to build 
on our achievement and support UCL’s net zero carbon 
commitment. Together with the university and our supply 
chain partners we set out a bold carbon reduction plan that 
will see embodied carbon minimised when the building 
is completed. The quality of the work is testament to the 
collaborative team effort, and we are looking forward to 
when Marshgate will open in 2023.”

Although the structure of the buildings itself supports the 
vision of an environmentally sustainable centre of learning 
and a top-quality residence, from the start of the project, the 
contractors factored in the impact of construction on the local 
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environment. Old equipment was repurposed to construct bird 
shelters and bat boxes, and a 1-metre margin was left around 
the perimeter of the site which was sown with wildflowers to 
provide food for pollinators. The additional features of the 
building that will make it a low-consumption, high-efficiency 
building will become more apparent as construction continues 
into the next phase of the project.

UCL East will be the first HEI to open within the new East 
Bank project, with Pool Street West due to complete in 

spring 2022, opening in the autumn of 2022, and Marshgate 
due to complete in winter 2022 and open in the autumn 
of 2023. The two buildings will mark the first lines in a 
new chapter of UCL’s 195-year story, providing a home to 
disruptive and innovative thinkers within the new creative 
and learning hub in east London.

www.techrete.com

UCL East Student
Accommodation, Pool St. West.

Pool St. West is one of several recent and current 
high-profile projects in Stratford for Techrete and we are 
proud to have designed, manufactured, and installed 
the precast concrete façade of this striking project, for 
our client, Vinci Construction. 

The variety of shapes and finishes to the panels make 
the façade of Pool St. West, truly special.  Black 
sawtooth shaped  panels wrap the podium’s ground 
floor, creating a commanding base for the futuristic 
towers above.  Flat, sawtooth wall panels, punch 
window panels with black spandrels to complement the 
red louvres, and 51 precast concrete balconies 
complete the façade of the towers.  

The overall project benefitted from a more sustainable 
precast concrete façade construction, as confirmed by 
our recently published and independently verified 
‘Environmental Product Declaration’. Our panels are 
certifiably 20% less carbon intensive than the current 
industry standard and we plan to achieve net zero 
carbon emissions by 2030.  Find out how, by visiting 
www.techrete.com/low-carbon-concrete.
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